The Channel Islands are home to some of the greatest biodiversity in California and are a critical habitat for a wide
range of commercial, recreationally, and culturally important species. Anacapa Island specifically used to be abundant
with eelgrass until white urchin (Lytechinus anemesus) populations increased and locally extirpated eelgrass following
the 1983 El Nino." This disappearance of Anacapa’s eclgrass meadows reflects the global eelgrass decline over the past
25 years. 2

Based on a scientific study conducted at the Anacapa SMCA from 2016 to 2019 4 and a growing body of literature on
eelgrass recruitment and ecology, there is compelling evidence that seasonally occurring lobster trapping and anchoring

in the SMCA is destroying eelgrass beds that are otherwise thriving in the adjacent Anacapa SMR.

Protecting the eelgrass meadow within the Anacapa Island SMCA would

e Help revive and protect Frenchy’s Cove, located within the Anacapa
Island SMCA, which historically sustained the largest eelgrass
meadow around all Anacapa Island.

e Further support and enhance complex food webs, filter nutrients,
improve water quality, stabilize sediments, and serve as important
refuge and nurseries for marine vertebrates and invertebrates. !

e Support the restoration of essential fish habitat for federally
managed fish species within the Pacific Coast Groundfish and
Pacific Coast Salmon Fisheries Management Plans.

e In the long term further benefit the California spiny lobster fishery
despite a potential closure as it was determined in a 2021 study that
the short-term losses from a restrictive MPA is compensated by an

over 200% increase in total catch after about 6 years of MPA
1Z]

designation.
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