
          
 

                        
 

             
 

      
 

          
 

           
 
 

                      
 

       
 
 

       



               
 

     
 

      
 

             
 

                    

                

                   
  

            
 

          



            
 

                      
 

              
 

                         
 

      

                                                         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



December 12, 2024  

The Honorable Gavin Newsom  
Governor of California  
1021 O Street, Suite 9000  
Sacramento, CA 95814   

RE: Protecting California from the proposed restart of dangerous oil operations on the Santa 
Barbara coast  

Dear Governor Newsom,  

We, the undersigned organizations, are grateful for your efforts to hold the oil industry accountable 
and protect Californians from oil industry pollution. Your bold leadership gives hope to 
communities burdened by pollution and affected by the climate crisis. California action to phase 
out oil production is all the more important now given the threats of more offshore oil drilling and 
climate inaction under a second Trump administration.  

We are writing today regarding the shocking, potentially imminent restart of the pipeline that 
caused the 2015 Plains Pipeline oil spill. Restarting this dangerous pipeline would allow renewed 
operation of the largest offshore oil operation in the Santa Barbara Channel and its onshore 
production facilities, which have been shut down for nearly ten years.  

One of the most disastrous oil spills in California history, the Plains Pipeline rupture spilled 
hundreds of thousands of gallons of oil into one of the richest and most biologically diverse 
stretches of the Pacific coastline, killing hundreds of animals and closing beaches and fisheries. 
Restarting the pipeline and allowing the operation of the offshore platforms, subsea pipelines, and 
onshore production facilities poses an unacceptable risk to the California coast.   

We ask that you ensure that all state agencies with jurisdiction over this project fully comply 
with environmental laws, prioritize protecting our environment, and deny permission to 
restart the unsafe pipeline.  

We are particularly concerned that CAL FIRE may approve the restart of the pipeline without any 
environmental review and by waiving federal and state pipeline safety requirements. Federal 
regulators determined that corrosion, and the lack of effective cathodic protection against 
corrosion, caused the spill. In 2023, Pacific Pipeline Company, a subsidiary of ExxonMobil, 
scrapped plans to build a new pipeline. Now, a newly formed company, Sable Offshore Corp., 
intends to restart the ruptured pipeline and has requested a waiver of cathodic protection safety 
measures, which is currently pending before CAL FIRE.   

Earlier this year, Sable Offshore Corp. purchased the pipeline system, three offshore platforms 
(Hondo, Heritage, and Harmony), and the Las Flores Canyon and POPCO processing facilities. 
Sable borrowed most of the purchase cost from the former owner, ExxonMobil, and raised 
additional funds through a merger with a blank check company, Flame Acquisition Corp. From 
2017-2021, Sable Offshore Corp. CEO James Flores served as the CEO for oil company Sable 
Permian, which filed for bankruptcy in 2020. Sable Offshore Corp. is currently subject to a Cease 
and Desist Order from the Coastal Commission for recent illegal work in the Coastal Zone. There 



are many questions about the company’s ability to comply with its permit and clean-up obligations. 
Nevertheless, Sable has announced plans to restart the operations, most recently with an end of 
2024 target date. 

The risks to California from this proposal are severe and unacceptable:  

• The aging offshore platforms and pipelines are beyond their projected lifespan of 35 
and 30 years, respectively,  and inspections have documented problems of infrastructure 
corrosion and leaks. 

• Restarting the pipeline could result in a spill once a year and a rupture every four years 
according to an administrative draft environmental report prepared for Santa Barbara 
County.   

• An oil spill threatens sensitive and unique ecosystems. The pipelines traverse the 
coastline and three counties, and cross rivers and streams, state parks, national forests, 
wildlife refuges, and the Carrizo Plain National Monument. An offshore spill would affect the 
newly designated Chumash Heritage National Marine Sanctuary.  

• Offshore well stimulation, now banned in California, may result from restart because 
the former owner, ExxonMobil, represented that it needed to use offshore acid well 
stimulation, which poses more pollution risks.  

• The Las Flores Canyon onshore oil facilities are in a high fire area. Since closure, two 
fires have burned onto the property—the Sherpa Fire in 2016 and the Alisal Fire in 2021—
and the Refugio Fire in 2024 threatened the facility.  

• This project would be Santa Barbara’s largest source of greenhouse gas pollution. 
According to the Air Resources Board, before it shut down in 2015, it was the County’s 
largest stationary source of greenhouse gas emissions, as well as many other air pollutants 
that cause cancer, asthma, and other health issues.  

• Offshore oil is inherently risky and unpopular, with 72% of Californians and 90 coastal 
municipalities opposing it. The Business Alliance for Protecting the Pacific Coast, which 
represents over 8,100 businesses, warns that spills put our coastal economy at risk.  

• Sable Offshore defied state law and enforcement. On September 27, 2024, the California 
Coastal Commission issued a Notice of Violation to Sable for unauthorized and unlawful 
development activities in the coastal zone. Sable received a second warning on October 4. 
On November 12, the Coastal Commission issued Cease and Desist Order No. ED-24-CD-
02 for continuing violations of the Coastal Act.   

The State of California should not let such a risky oil operation move forward.  

We urge your oversight to ensure that all state agencies comply with applicable law and act in the 
public interest. CAL FIRE should deny the request for a waiver of pipeline safety standards. To the 
degree CAL FIRE continues to consider the request, CAL FIRE must not move forward absent full 
environmental review that evaluates the proposed pipeline restart, a waiver from cathodic 
protections against corrosion, and new oil and gas activities both offshore and onshore.   



More than a dozen California State Senators and Assemblymembers expressed significant 
concerns about the restart of the pipeline system and the need for an environmental review under 
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). We agree, and believe that any meaningful 
environmental review will reveal that this dangerous project should be denied.   

This oil and gas operation was shut down over nine years ago without causing energy interruptions, 
demand is projected to continue to decline, and the community has benefited from cleaner air and 
water. Instead of allowing this risky oil operation to restart, the state should continue to decrease 
demand for fossil fuels and advance its clean energy goals.   

Thank you for your consideration of our request. 

Sincerely,  

Katie Davis                                                                                  
Chair                                                                                      
Sierra Club Santa Barbara-Ventura Chapter 

Brady Bradshaw                                                   
Senior Oceans Campaigner                                                                                   
Center for Biological Diversity 

Mary Mendoza                                                       
Interim Chairperson                                                                                      
Coastal Band of the Chumash Nation 

Alison Huyett                                                                                  
Senior Strategist for Brand and Impact                                                                                     
Patagonia 

Laura Deehan                                                                                                                                                                   
State Director                                                                  
Environment California 

Sean Bothwell                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
California Coastkeeper Alliance  

Zachary Norris                                                                             
California Climate Director                                                                                      
Greenpeace USA  

Mati Waiya        
Executive Director                                                                                      
Wishtoyo Foundation 

Bill Hickman                                                                             
Sr. Manager, Central California Region                                                                                  
Surfrider Foundation  

Linda Krop                                                                
Chief Counsel                                                                                    
Environmental Defense Center 

Gabriela Facio                                                                             
Senior Policy Strategist                                                                                     
Sierra Club California  

Violet Sage Walker                                                                             
Chair                                                                                      
Northern Chumash Tribal Council  

Amy Wolfrum                                                                             
Director, CA Policy and Government Affairs                                                                                      
Monterey Bay Aquarium  

Emely Garcia                                                            
Southern California Legislative Advocate                                                         
Natural Resources Defense Council                                                                                                                                                                   

Melissa Romero                                                                             
Deputy Legislative Director                                                                                      
California Environmental Voters  

Jamie Court                                                                             
President                                                                                    
Consumer Watchdog  

Tomas Valadez                                                                             
CA Policy Associate                                                                                      
Azul 

Hillary Hauser                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Heal the Ocean  



Cori Lopez                                                                             
Coordinator                                                                                      
California Youth vs. Big Oil  

Nayamin Martinez                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                     
Central California Environmental Justice 
Network 

Woody Hastings                                                       
Phase Out Polluting Fuels Program Manager                                                                                      
The Climate Center 

McGarrah Wilson                                                                             
Youth Program Coordinator                                                                                      
Youth v. Oil 

Nathan Taft                                                                             
Senior Campaigner                                                                                      
Stand.earth  

Ken Hough                                                                             
Co-Executive Director                                                                                      
Santa Barbara County Action Network  

Irene Cooke                                                                             
Founding Member                                                                                      
Society of Fearless Grandmothers SB  

Basia Marcks                                                                             
Program Director                                                                                      
Ocean Defense Initiative  

Starry Insixiengmay                                                                             
Program Administrative Director                                                                                      
Sacred Places Institute for Indigenous 
Peoples 

Ted Morton                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Santa Barbara Channelkeeper  

Martin Bourke                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Ecology Center  

Carla Mena                                                                            
Director of Policy & Legislative Affairs                                                                                      
Los Padres ForestWatch  

Daniel Chandler                                                                             
Steering Committee Member                                                                                     
350 Humboldt 

Ben Schwartz                                                                            
Policy Manager                                                                                      
Clean Coalition  

Kayla Karimi                                                                             
Staff Attorney                                                                                     
The Center on Race, Poverty, and the 
Environment  

Nicole Ghio        
California Director                                                                            
Food & Water Watch                                                                                       

RL Miller                                                                            
President                                                                                      
Climate Hawks Vote  

Allie Rosenbluth                  
US Campaign Manager                                                                                      
Oil Change International  

Michael Lyons                                                                            
President                                                                                      
Get Oil Out!  

Sarah Winter Whelan                                                                
Executive Director                                                                                                   
Healthy Ocean Coalition  

Jake Twomey                                                                             
Treasurer of the Board, Campus Organizer                                                                                      
CALPIRG Students 

Niel Dilworth                                                                            
Chair                                                                                      
Surfrider Foundation, San Luis Obispo 
Chapter  

Susan Jordan               
Executive Director                                                                                      
California Coastal Protection Network 

Meghan Sahli-Wells                                                           
California Director                                                                                                        
Elected Officials to Protect America  

Leah Redwood                                                                             
Climate Justice Organizer                                                                                      
Oil and Gas Action Network  

Sharon Broberg                                                                             
Steering Committee Member                                                                                      
350 Santa Barbara  



Zoe Jonick                                                                            
Lead Organizer                                                                                     
350 Bay Area  

Katie McCammon                                                                             
Program Director                                                                                     
350 Sacramento  

Gene Michaels                                                                             
Manager                                                                                      
AESJ – Achieving Economic and Social Justice  

Pat Toth-Smith        
Admin                                                                             
Benicians for a Safe and Healthy Community 

Marven Norman                                                                             
Policy Coordinator                                                                                      
Center for Community Action and 
Environmental Justice 

Lisabeth Ryder                                                                             
Co-Chair                                                                                      
CERBAT  

Suzanne Hume                                                                             
Educational Director and Founder                                                                                      
CleanEarth4Kids.org  

Amy Fung                                                                             
Organizer                                                                                      
Climate Brunch 

Amanda Millstein                                                                             
Medical Doctor, Co-Director                                                                                     
Climate Health Now  

Peter De Gregorio                                                                            
Litigation Liaison                                                                                      
Climate Reality, Monterey Chapter  

James Wang                                                        
Founder                                                                                                         
Eco Sustainability Peeps  

Richard Burke                                                                             
Chapter Leader                                                                                      
Elders Climate Action Southern California 
Chapter                              

Leah Redwood                                                                             
Action Coordinator                                                                                      
Extinction Rebellion San Francisco Bay Area  

David Diaz                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Active San Gabriel Valley 

David Gassman                                                                             
Co-convenor                                                                                      
Bay Area-System Change not Climate Change  

Michael J. Painter                                                                             
Coordinator                                                                                     
Californians for Western Wilderness  

Mike Wondolowski                                                                             
President                                                                                    
Carpinteria Valley Association 

Karla Marin                                                                             
Communications Coordinator                                                                                      
Clergy & Laity for Economic and Social 
Justice Santa Barbara (CLUE SB)  

Paul Ferrazzi                                                                             
Executive Director                                                 
Citizens Coalition for a Safe Community                                      

Janet Cox                                                                             
CEO                                                                                 
Climate Action California  

Haley Ehlers                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Climate First: Replacing Oil & Gas (CFROG) 

Lisa Swanson                                                                             
Policy Chair                                                                                      
Climate Reality Project, Orange County  

Sigrid Wright                                                                             
CEO                                                                                      
Community Environmental Council 

Kendra Paulding                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                    
Environmental Center of San Luis Obispo  

Todd Weber                                                                             
Chapter Co-Leader                                                   
Elders Climate Action Northern California 
Chapter                              

David Landecker                                                                             
Treasurer                                                                                      
Gray Panthers Santa Barbara Network  



Kathy Kerridge                                                                     
Board Member                                                                                 
Good Neighbor Steering Committee of 
Benicia  

Isabella Zizi                                                                             
Guidance Member                                                                                      
Idle No More SF Bay  

Virginia Souza                                                                             
President                                                                                      
League of Women Voters of Northern Santa 
Barbara County 

Cheryl Rogers                                                                             
Co-Chair                                                                                      
League of Women Voters of Santa Barbara 

Charles Miller                                                                             
Chair                                                                                      
Los Angeles Climate Reality Project  

Isabella Zizi                                                                             
National Organizer                                                                                      
Movement Rights 

Yusef Miller                                                                             
Founder                                                                                      
North County Equity & Justice Coalition  

Emma Silber                                                                             
Climate Justice Associate                                                                                      
Physicians for Social Responsibility – Los 
Angeles  

Antonio Diaz                                                                             
Organizational Director                                                                                      
PODER  

Jamie Buell                                                                 
Research Analyst                                                                                     
Rise Economy  

Robert Gould, MD                                                                             
President                                                                                      
San Francisco Bay Physicians for Social 
Responsibility  

Jill Zamek                                                                             
Secretary                                                                                      
San Luis Obispo Mothers for Peace  

 

Carolyn Chaney                                                                             
Convenor                                                                                      
Live Oak Unitarian Universalist Social Justice 
Ministry 

Doug Bender                                                                            
Steering Committee Member                                                                                      
Indivisible South Bay LA  

Lorraine Woodman                                                                            
President, Board of Trustees                                                                                      
Unitarian Society of Santa Barbara, Earth 
Advocates Committee  

Jessica Trovar                                                                             
Executive Director                                                                                      
Local Clean Energy Alliance  

Alice Stevens                                                                             
Co-founder                                                                                      
Long Beach 350  

Tobin Johnson                                                                             
President                                                                              
NAACP San Luis Obispo Branch          

Debbie Mytels                                                                             
Chair                                                                                      
Peninsula Interfaith Climate Action (PICA)  

Harry Wang                                                                         
Medical Doctor, President                                                                                         
Physicians for Social Responsibility - 
Sacramento  

Laura Solorio, MD                                                                             
President                                                                                     
Protect Monterey County  

David Swanson                                                                             
Campaign Coordinator                                                                                 
RootsAction.org  

Janice Schroeder                                                                             
Core Member                                                                                      
West Berkeley Alliance for Clean Air and Safe 
Jobs  

Joyce Lane                                                                             
Board President                                                                                      
SanDiego350 



Rose Santellano-Milem                                                                             
Co-founder                                                                                      
Santa Barbara Craftivists for Change 

Pauline Seales                                                                             
Organizer                                                                                      
Santa Cruz Climate Action Network  

Martha Camacho Rodriguez                                                                             
Director                                                                                      
SEE (Social Eco Education)  

Gianna Patchen                                                       
Chapter Coordinator                                                                                                            
Sierra Club Santa Lucia Chapter, SLO County 

Jack Eidt                                                                             
Co-Founder                                                                                      
SoCal 350 Action  

Marylin Price                                                                            
Co-Chair                                                                                      
Sustainable Mill Valley  

Deborah Moore                                                                             
Campaign Strategist                                                                                     
Third Act  

Jeffrey Krutsch                                                                             
Co-Chair, Justice and Outreach Council                                                                                      
Trinity Episcopal Church  

Isabella Ponce                                                                             
Executive Chair                                                                                    
UCSB Environmental Affairs Board  

Karina Maher                                                                             
Medical Doctor                                                                                      
Voting 4 Climate & Health  

Michal Lynch                                                                             
Organizer                                                                                     
Women’s March Santa Barbara 

Mark Haver                                                                             
North America Regional Representative and 
Global Policy Advisor                                                                                     
Sustainable Ocean Alliance  

 

Emiliano Campobello                                                                             
Chair                                                                                      
Santa Barbara Standing Rock Coalition  

Michelle Merrill                                                                 
Activist                                                                         
Scientist Rebellion Turtle Island West               

Ara Marderosian                                                                             
Board Secretary                                                                                      
Sequoia ForestKeeper  

Sandy Simon                                                                            
Group Leader                                                                                      
SLO County Citizens’ Climate Education 

Jane Fehrenbacher                                                                            
Board President                                                                                      
St. Anthonys Community  

Natalie Caulk                                                                           
Associate Director                                                                                      
The Otter Project  

Phil Glossman                                                                             
Chapter Facilitator                                                                                      
Third Act SoCal 

Elizabeth Purcell                                                                             
Environmental Policy Coordinator                                                                                      
Turtle Island Restoration Network 

Andrea Leon-Grossmann                                                                             
Deputy Program Director - West                                                                                    
Vote Solar 

Katie O’Donnell                                                                             
US Ocean Conservation Manager                                                                                      
WILDCOAST  

Sim Bilal                                                                             
Co-Director                                                                                      
Youth Climate Strike Los Angeles  

 


