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ACCOMPLISHMENTS
LEGAL PROTECTION FOR WHAT REALLY MAT TERS

1

STOPPING OIL TRAINS

2

NATIONAL CLEAN AIR AWARD

3

FIGHTING OFFSHORE FRACKING

4

PREVENTED 144 NEW OIL WELLS

5

LINDA KROP: WOMAN OF THE YEAR

california central coast

After eight hearings and overwhelming statewide
opposition, EDC and our clients convinced the San Luis
Obispo County Planning Commission to deny Phillips
66’s proposed oil train facility in Nipomo. One of the most
dangerous and polluting oil projects in our region, this
proposal would risk public and environmental health,
increase air pollution and potential spills and explosions.
Phillips has filed a lawsuit and appealed to the Board of
Supervisors, but a great step!

santa barbara channel

The US Environmental Protection Agency honored EDC
and our partners with the National Clean Air Excellence
Award for our work reducing cargo ship speeds in the
Santa Barbara Channel to cut air pollution and protect
endangered whales. Shipping is a significant source of
air pollution in Santa Barbara and Ventura Counties, and
collisions with ships have led to many whale fatalities in
our region.

california coast

After uncovering that the federal government was
surreptitiously approving fracking and acidizing from
platforms offshore California, EDC successfully settled a
lawsuit requiring the first ever environmental review of
the risky practices as well as providing public
transparency. Unfortunately, the analysis erroneously
concluded these practices have no impacts, so EDC and
SBCK filed a second lawsuit for failure to consider risks
to threatened and endangered species.

santa barbara county

EDC and our clients successfully convinced the Santa
Barbara County Board of Supervisors to deny Pacific
Coast Energy Company’s proposal to expand its cyclic
steam operation and drill 144 new oil wells near Orcutt.
Last year, PCEC had the highest volume of spills of any
oil company in Santa Barbara County and this project
would have added more risk to our air and water quality
and endangered species.

california

This year, our good friend and long-time Chief Counsel,
Linda Krop, was honored by both Senator Hannah-Beth
Jackson and Assemblymember Das Williams as a 2016
Woman of the Year! Both legislators separately chose to
honor Linda in part due to her tireless work leading the
charge in response to the devastating 2015 Refugio Oil
Spill and her many years of service to our precious
environment.

6

REFUGIO OIL SPILL PIPELINE

7

SANTA CLARA RIVER PROTECTION

8

OUR HEALTHY OCEAN

9

CLEANING UP OUR CREEKS

california coast

Since the Plains All American pipeline ruptured and
ravaged our coastline in May 2015, EDC has worked to
ensure nothing like this happens to our coast again. After
close work with elected officials, state and federal agencies
have agreed that regulatory authority over the ruptured
pipeline will be transferred from federal to state authority.
This means much stricter regulations, including
requirements for best available technology and annual
inspections.

ventura county

EDC successfully settled a lawsuit with Ventura
electroplating facility General Magnaplate for violations of
the Clean Water Act related to the facility’s storm water
discharges. The facility had discharged unacceptable
levels of zinc, aluminum, iron, and other toxins into the
Santa Clara River, threatening wildlife, community health,
and recreation. The owners agreed to storm water
management measures that will reduce high levels of
pollutants from entering the River.

santa barbara channel islands

After ten years of monitoring thirteen marine protected
areas (MPAs) around the Santa Barbara Channel Islands,
results show MPAs are positively impacting fish and marine
organisms - in size and in number - around and in
protected areas. EDC has been co-chairing the Santa
Barbara Channel MPA Collaborative to raise awareness of
MPAs, promote effective enforcement and compliance, and
encourage the community to visit MPAs and enjoy these
protected resources.

goleta watershed

EDC and our partners held ten creek clean-ups,
successfully protecting water quality and wildlife in the
Goleta Valley, the Goleta Slough, and the Pacific Ocean.
With nearly 250 volunteer hours, we not only removed
more than 3,700 pounds of trash including furniture, golf
balls, shopping carts and mattresses, but we identifed
pollution sources and collaborated with the City of Goleta
to address stormwater violations, illegal dumping, and
improve water quality.

TO SHUTTING IT DOWN
10 CLOSER
goleta
EDC has long sought the closure of the Ellwood Onshore
Facility, an aging oil and gas processing facility located
near Ellwood Mesa and Haskell’s Beach. After years of
urging, Goleta’s City Council released a new report
showing that this risky facility has long since paid its
owners back for their investment. This report is an
important step that will help EDC and our clients push for
the City to set a date to finally close the facility.
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